
Bartosz Kozinski 

Determinants of the Ethnic Policy 
of the Polish Government 
in Exile in the Years 1939-1947 

W 
Wydawnictwo Naukowe 

UKSW 

Warszawa 2016 



Table of Contents 

List of Abbreviations 5 

Introduction 9 

1. Ethnic policy in theory 15 

1.1. The concept of ethnic policy 15 
1.2. Justification of state ethnic policy 23 
1.3. Subjects of ethnic policy (policy-makers, implementers and addressees) .... 26 

1.3.1. Policy-makers and implementers 26 
1.3.2. Addressees 30 

1.4. Models and methods of ethnic policy 35 
1.4.1. Models of ethnic policies 35 
1.4.2. Methods of ethnic policy 40 

1.5. Determinants of ethnic policy 44 

2. Domestic determinants of the ethnic policy of the Polish Government in 
Exile 49 

2.1. Ethnic and religious structure of the Polish territory in the years 1939-1947 . . . 49 
2.1.1. National minorities in the Second Polish Republic 50 
2.1.2. National minorities in the occupied territories during World War II . ... 54 
2.1.3. National minorities in Poland after World War II 60 

2.2. The legal status of national minorities in the years 1939-1947 63 
2.3. The political dimension of the activities of the largest minorities in the years 1939-

1947 70 
2.3.1. The Ukrainian minority 70 
2.3.2. The Jewish minority 79 



148 Table of Contents 

2.3.3. Belarusian minority 84 
2.3.4. German minority 88 

2.4. Crimes and ethnic conflicts during the World War II 94 
2.5. Political antagonisms among the Polish political elite 99 

3. The international context of ethnic policies of the Polish Government in 
Exile 105 

3.1. The geopolitical position of the Polish lands in the years 1939-1947 105 
3.2. Poland in the international arena: foreign policy of the Polish Government in Exi­

le 107 
3.3. Policy of world powers regarding the Polish territories: Germany, the US, the Uni­

ted Kingdom and the Soviet Union 112 

Conclusion 123 

List of sources 125 

Table of Tabels 144 

Table of Figures 145 

Table of Diagrams 146 


